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First record of Portia albimana (Simon, 1900) from Maharashtra,
Mumbai (Araneae: Salticidae: Spartaeinae)
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The genus Portia Karsch, 1878 is represented by 3 species in India: P fimbriata Doleschall, 1859, P
albimana Simon, 1900 and P. assamensis Wanless, 1978 (Keswani et al., 2012; Samson and Sebastian,
2014; WSC, 2015). With the exception of P, fimbriata, these spiders remain largely overlooked and little
studied in their natural environment, and their natural history, including behavior, biology and
distribution is little known.

P albimana was first described from Dehradun (Simon, 1900), which lies in the Doon valley in the
Himalayan foot hills of North India, and later reported from Vellore, Tamil Nadu, in South India (Murphy &
Murphy, 1983), with the present record extending its known range to the state of Maharashtra, Mumbai,
in Western India (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Distribution of Portia albimana in south Asia.



Peckhamia 129.1 Portia albimana from Maharashtra 2

The species was first detected during nocturnal surveys conducted to document the Araneae of Aarey
Milk Colony, a 4000 acre eclectic mix of highly varied ecosystems, predominated by cultivated grassland,
and interspersed with wooded scrub and shrubland. A total of 14 spiders were observed in association
with the sheet-funnel webs of Hippasa lycosina Pocock, 1900 (Figure 2), H. partita (O. Pickard-Cambridge,
1876) (Figure 3), the tent webs of Cyrtophora Simon, 1864 sp., and irregular silk constructs of their own
making (Figure 4) which were built against mud banks or the root system of trees.

Spiders seen in association with the larger webs of H. lycosina lacked any associated silk construct of their
own, preferring to directly inhabit the webs of their host (Figure 5), whereas those observed in
conjunction with the significantly smaller webs of H. partita had small irregular, silk structures attached
to the host web (Figure 6). Those found inhabiting the webs of Cyrtophora sp. almost always had the host
spider missing.

Identification was based on a male spider and enabled by comparing the habitus (Figure 7:1-3) and the
distinctive, short palpal embolus (Figure 7:4), as described and illustrated by Wanless (1978) and Zabka
(1985). Host spiders were identified using standard keys (Tikader and Malhotra, 1980; Tikader, 1987),
and one species, H. partita, was recorded in the region, for the first time. All spiders examined were
deposited in the repository of the Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai.
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Figure 2. Hippasa lycosina, dorsal habitus, with internal genitalia structure(inset).
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Figure 3. Hippasa partita, dorsal habitus, with epigyne (inset).

Figure 4. Irregular silk construct by Portia albimana, with spider, inset, in a cryptic pose.
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Figure 6. Irregular silk construct of Portia albimana, seen in assocation with the small funnel-sheet webs
of Hippasa partita.
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Figure 7. Portia albimana, male. 1-3, Habitus. Anterior (1), lateral (2) and dorsal (3) views. 4, Ventral
view of left pedipalp, showing short embolus.
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